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Lisa Rainger, Project Manager 
Bureau of Reclamation – Mid-Pacific Regional Office 
2800 Cottage Way, W-2830 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
 
Via email: lrainger@usbr.gov 
 
RE: Comments on Draft Feasibility Report for the Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion 
Project Phase 2, January 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Rainger: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Feasibility Report for Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion Project Phase 2 (Report), which investigates potential plans to 
accomplish the project objectives of the second expansion of the Los Vaqueros Reservoir 
Project (Project). The Delta Stewardship Council (Council) is an independent State of 
California agency established by the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009 
(SBX7 1; Delta Reform Act). The Council is charged with furthering California’s coequal goals 
for the Delta through the adoption and implementation of the Delta Plan, regulatory portions of 
which became effective on September 1, 2013. As stated in the Delta Reform Act, the State 
has “’coequal goals’ (which) means two goals of providing a more reliable water supply for 
California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals 
shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural, recreational, 
natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving place” (Water Code § 
85054).  
 
Through the Delta Reform Act, the Council was granted specific regulatory and appellate 
authority over certain activities that take place in whole or in part in the Delta and Suisun 
Marsh, which are referred to as “covered actions”. The Council exercises that authority through 
development and implementation of the Delta Plan. State and local agencies are required to 
demonstrate consistency with 14 regulatory policies identified in the Delta Plan when carrying 
out, approving, or funding a covered action.  
The local project proponent, owner, and operator of the Los Vaqueros Reservoir, Contra Costa 
Water District (District), has acknowledged that the Project is a covered action in its Draft 
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Supplement to the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (State 
Clearing House #2006012037; Draft Supplement Final EIS/EIR). The District also initiated 
early consultation discussions with the Council regarding its certification of consistency with 
the Delta Plan. The certification process describing how proponents of covered actions may 
demonstrate compliance with the Delta Plan is located in Water Code § 85022. A Delta Plan 
consistency certification is one of the permits and certifications that the Project proponent will 
need to secure prior to project implementation. We look forward to continuing to work with the 
District through the Delta Plan consistency certification process. 
 
We also are aware that the Project is under review by the California Water Commission (Water 
Commission) for potential State funding under the Proposition 1 Water Storage Investment 
Program (WSIP). The Council is in support of the Water Commission’s process and efforts to 
review this and similar projects for potential funding. The District would also need to secure 
Delta Plan consistency certification to fulfill WSIP funding requirements related to the Project. 
 
Comments on the Draft Feasibility Report for Los Vaqueros Reservoir Expansion 
Project Phase 2 
 
The Council acknowledges the Report’s Problems, Needs, and Opportunities discussion, 
which identifies numerous challenges associated with environmental water management to 
meet wildlife refuge allocations, which this Project potentially can address. The Report also 
discusses the reliance of Bay Area water agencies on water supply from the Delta, including 
the District. This reliance and the Project’s proposed export of water supply from the Delta will 
need to be addressed within the Delta Plan consistency certification process. For your review 
and information, please find enclosed a copy of the Council’s previous comments on the 
District’s Draft Supplement Final EIS/EIR addressing these items. 
 
The Report’s Findings, Considerations, and Recommendations outline the need for the 
Project, acknowledge the Project’s previous environmental review, identify the applicable 
authorities for Federal participation and Federal interests, and evaluate and recommend a 
preferred alternative (Alternative 1B) from among the alternatives evaluated in the District’s 
Draft Supplement Final EIS/EIR. As discussed in the Report, the Federal investment may not 
exceed 25 percent of the total construction cost of $839 million (October 2015 dollars) for 
construction costs.  
 
The Report also explains, “If and when the Secretary of the Interior makes determination of 
consistency with the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation Act (Public Law 114-
322), and Congressional appropriations occur, project implementation is expected to be in two 
phases.” An initial phase for project design, permitting, and acquiring required real estate 
interests would then be followed by a second phase of construction. Under the Secretary of the 
Interior’s approval, preconstruction activities and annual funds for operational costs associated 
with delivering proposed water supplies to wildlife refuges may also be requested for financial 
support. The Council would support such action by the Secretary of the Interior to provide 
additional Federal financial support to augment State and local funds used to manage water 
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supplies for wildlife refuges. Annual funds appropriated for operational costs would be 
beneficial to implement an adaptive management plan consistent with Delta Plan Policy G P1. 
 
Closing Comments 
 
Council staff is available to further discuss our comments on the Report or Delta Plan policies 
applicable to the Project. Please contact Anthony Navasero of my staff at (916) 445-5471 or 
Anthony.Navasero@deltacouncil.ca.gov with any question, comment, or concern.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeff Henderson, AICP 
Deputy Executive Officer 
Delta Stewardship Council 
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